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Christmas
Wish List

For more than a century, under-resourced and isolated dioceses  
across America have approached Catholic Extension with  

specific requests to support their communities of faith.

This Christmas, they ask for the opportunity to flourish by:
Training future leaders of the Church    

Extending their ministries to underserved and deserving fellow Catholics   
Providing places to gather and do God’s work in the world   

Supporting priests, women religious and lay leaders in their parishes   

Join us as we work to build faith, inspire hope  
and ignite change throughout their communities.



For more than a century, under-resourced and isolated dioceses  
across America have approached Catholic Extension with  

specific requests to support their communities of faith.

This Christmas, they ask for the opportunity to flourish by:
Training future leaders of the Church    

Extending their ministries to underserved and deserving fellow Catholics   
Providing places to gather and do God’s work in the world   

Supporting priests, women religious and lay leaders in their parishes   

Join us as we work to build faith, inspire hope  
and ignite change throughout their communities.

season of g i v i ng :  2 0 1 0  c h r i s t m a s  w i s h  l i s t

This Christmas  
please celebrate with us Christ’s birth by helping American Catholic communities  

fulfill as many of their heartfelt wishes as possible. 

To grant a Christmas wish, please select items from the following list and either fulfill your gift 
online at catholicextension.org or use the enclosed envelope to send a check and indicate  

on the memo line the “wish” you are supporting. 
Thank you and Merry Christmas!

1.  Recruiting Seminarians in Texas 
San Angelo, Texas: Diocese of San Angelo

It is critical for the growth and spiritual well-being of Catholic people in this 
remote diocese to promote and recruit candidates for priesthood.  With your 
help, the diocese will have the resources to reach out and encourage a new 
generation of men to become priests, building leadership for future generations.

2.  Call Catholics Back Home in Louisiana 
Shreveport, Louisiana: Diocese of Shreveport

A lay program called “Calling Catholics Home” is reaching out to Catholics in 
this diocese who no longer practice, inviting them back to their faith’s embrace.  
Your support helps Bishop Michael G. Duca pay for a week’s worth of outreach 
and material to call the area’s Catholics home. 

3.  Provide Bibles to a Poor Diocese 
Brownsville, Texas: Diocese of Brownsville

In this diocese at the southernmost tip of Texas, Catholics lack the most basic 
symbols of their faith – even Bibles.  Pastoral ministers who regularly reach 
out to the homebound, imprisoned and homeless have little to leave with them 
other than prayers and encouragement. Please help purchase Bibles to give to 
those who are poor and spiritually yearning.

4.  Protect School Children in Puerto Rico  
Humacao, Puerto Rico: Diocese of Fajardo-Humacao

Colegio San Benito is a small school that affords low-income children the 
opportunity to receive a Catholic education, but it is located in an unsafe 
neighborhood.  School administrators ask for your gift to build a protective 
wall around the campus to keep the young students safe and the school secure.

$75  
a week helps  

bring new 
seminarians  

to the diocese

$120  

each week helps  
bring catholics  

back to the  
church

$40  

buys 10 bibles  
in english  
or spanish

50  

gifts of $100  
help protect  

children
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5.  Buy Fuel in Rural Montana  
Central Montana: Diocese of Helena

Harlowton and White Sulphur Springs are two small Montana towns 
situated miles apart on a vast rural landscape. They share a priest who 
faithfully drives back and forth between each community. Your gift 
not only will fuel the vehicle that helps him to travel so many miles, it 
will also fuel the power of faith transforming the lives of the people in 
these remote outposts.

6.  Help Dominican Sisters Teach   
Hatch, New Mexico: Diocese of Las Cruces

This diocese desperately needs more leaders but cannot afford a full-time 
pastoral associate. Instead, the responsibility for religious education and all 
other pastoral duties rests with several Dominican sisters who are the only 
Catholic ministerial presence in the area. They would be so grateful for your 
support to help them teach the faith.

7.  Minister to Prisoners in Kansas 
Pawnee Rock, Kansas: Diocese of Dodge City 

The Catholic-Christian Chaplaincy for the Spiritual Care of the Incarcerated is 
the only ministry for male prisoners in Dodge City. For less than a dollar a day, 
it provides religious education and spiritual guidance to men who otherwise 
might be ignored or abandoned. The only funding the chaplaincy receives is 
from your gifts. Please help!

$85  
subsidizes the  
salary of one 

dominican  
sister for  
one week   

$250  
spiritually  

supports one  
inmate for  

a year
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8.  Change a Young Person’s Life in Washington State  
Yakima, Washington: Diocese of Yakima

More than one third of the growing Latino population in the Diocese of Yakima 
is under the age of 18, and almost half are younger than 25. They are the future 
of the diocese, and its leaders want to ensure their spiritual development as 
good Catholics. Your donation will help establish youth networks, send kids 
to a diocesan youth convention and fund their involvement in the Magnificat 
catechetical program. Please support this vital ministry.  

9.  Repair a Collapsing Wall 
San Elceario, Texas: Diocese of El Paso

The outside walls of the historic San Elceario Parish, which was 
founded by the Spanish in 1789, are deteriorating rapidly. Your gift 
of 100 bricks at just 50 cents a brick would help refurbish the adobe 
walls, stabilize the church’s foundation and install sidewalks around 
the church grounds to help control water damage.

10.  Help People Who Are Deaf Participate in Parish Life  
Gulfport, Mississippi: Diocese of Biloxi 

It’s hard for people who cannot hear to have the rewarding spiritual 
experience they deserve in communion with their fellow Catholics. That’s 
why this diocese tries to provide interpreters from the Catholic Ministry to 
the Deaf and Hard of Hearing at its Masses, education programs and other 
sacramental celebrations. Please help grant this wish so that hearing-impaired 
Catholics across the diocese are more fully welcomed into the family of God.  

$50  
buys  

100 bricks  

$25  
helps support  
this progr am  

for a day

$150  
per week helps 

provide  
interpreters  

at mass

$50  
buys  

100 bricks  
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11.  Protect Parishioners from Harsh Weather 
Shiprock, New Mexico: Diocese of Gallup

At the northwest tip of New Mexico, where Christ the King Parish is located, 
you’ll find some of the most extreme weather conditions in our country. In an 
attempt to protect its parishioners, especially the sick and elderly, from frigid 
winters and blistering summers, Christ the King racks up a hefty utility bill 
every month. Your gift will help the parish keep conditions inside bearable 
even when conditions outside are anything but.  

12.  Extend Flying Ministry in Alaska 
Dillingham, Alaska: Diocese of Anchorage

Fr. Scott Garrett is determined to reach remote Catholic communities across 
the difficult terrain and brutal weather conditions that characterize this 
diocese. Armed with a pilot’s license and in command of St. Paul’s Mission 
Flying Ministry, he travels thousands of miles each month to bring Catholics 
together and be present to them in the most important moments of their 
lives. You can help him soar across Alaska.   

13.  Keep Seasonal Workers Healthy in Missouri 
Kennett, Missouri: Diocese of Springfield-Cape Girardeau

St. Cecilia Parish is a poor Catholic community in a poor town. Nevertheless, 
the parishioners have established the Migrant Whole Health Outreach 
program, which provides for the physical and mental well-being of the 
seasonal workers who toil in the farm fields of the diocese. Your gift will help 
St. Cecilia pay for the salary of a woman religious who coordinates  
the program. 

14.  Educate Chaplains to Serve Church and Country 
Washington, D.C.: Archdiocese for the Military Services

Thanks in part to your support of last year’s Wish List, 
the Archdiocese for the Military Services saw a 20 percent 
increase in its number of seminarians training to be military 
chaplains. Please continue your support of this critical 
initiative. Your support will help educate and train our brave 
men in uniform who are not only making the choice to serve 
our country, but to serve God.
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$80  
educates a  

military  
chaplain  

for one week

$50  
a day keeps the  

church safe  
and habitable 

$40  
a day subsidizes 

whole health 
outreach by a  

woman religious

$400  
buys one  

tank of fuel

$225  
subsidizes  

a week ’s  
salary for  

a woman  
religious 

$80  
educates a  

military  
chaplain  

for one week

$80  
educates a  

military  
chaplain  

for one week
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15.  Buy a Tractor in Louisiana  
Scott, Louisiana: Diocese of Lafayette

The parishioners at St. Martin Catholic Church, many of whom are elderly 
and living on a fixed income, faithfully maintain the 4.6 acres that comprise 
their parish grounds and cemetery. But recently, their 25-year-old tractor died. 
Your gift will help parishioners buy a new commercial mower to care for their 
sacred grounds and honor the memories of loved ones buried there. 

16.  Welcome Sudanese Catholics to South Dakota 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota: Diocese of Sioux Falls

Fleeing genocide in the country of their birth, many Catholics from Sudan 
have made their way to Sioux Falls, where they’ve found a new home at St. 
Joseph Cathedral. The community has made it possible for the Sudanese to 
celebrate Mass and enjoy religious education classes in their native language. 
But the Cathedral struggles to afford the services and materials needed to 
serve them and asks for your support.

17.  Support Women Religious Across America 
America’s 86 Mission Dioceses

One year ago, tragedy struck the Diocese of Gallup when Sr. Marguerite Bartz 
was murdered in her home on the Navajo reservation. In honor of her life and 
work, Catholic Extension has established a fund to support women religious 
who are lights of Christ in isolated and under-resourced communities across  
our nation. You can honor our women religious, too, by giving a gift today to  
the Sr. Marguerite Bartz Fund. 

$50  
from 100 people 

buys a commercial 
mower for aging 

congregants 

$30  
per week  

subsidizes  
spiritual support  

for refugees 

$225  
subsidizes  

a week ’s  
salary for  

a woman  
religious 

SISTER MARY ESTHER ROFFI, RSG, Assistant Director of the Good Shepherd Center in Holbrook, Arizona, 
is one of nearly 120 women religious whose work Catholic Extension has supported this year.
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18.  Build College Students’ Faith  
in Tennessee 
Chattanooga, Tennessee: Diocese of Knoxville

During the critical years when young Catholics 
leave home for college, they are eager to establish 
their own identities. Your support will help fund 
campus ministry programs on the campuses 
of East Tennessee State University and the 
University of Tennessee-Chattanooga, to ensure 
that young Catholics in Tennessee have a place 
and a way to grow strong in their faith.

19.  Train Men for the Diaconate in Colorado 
Colorado Springs, Colorado: Diocese of Colorado Springs

Dioceses with few priests often rely on faithful and compassionate deacons 
to provide leadership and pastoral care. Such is the case in the Diocese of 
Colorado Springs, where Catholics are few in number, live far apart and need 
consistent support from strong leaders to bring them together. Your gift funds 
training for deacons in 10 far-flung counties the diocese serves.

20.  Bring a Priest to Two Parishes in Texas 
Van Horn, Texas: Diocese of El Paso

In the towns of Van Horn and Sierra Blanca, nearly 30 percent of residents 
live in poverty. For a number of years, the diocese has not been able to afford 
a full-time priest in its local parishes. With your support, Fr. Rodolfo Lacerna 
can build faith, inspire hope and ignite change at Our Lady of Fatima Parish 
in Van Horn and Our Lady of Miracles Parish in Sierra Blanca.

21.  Teach Children About God in New Mexico  
Roswell, New Mexico: Diocese of Las Cruces 

Young families are joining St. John the Baptist Church in Roswell at a rapid 
rate — and they are eager for their children to receive religious education. 
Please give today to help the parish, located in a diocese with very few 
financial resources, provide the level of instruction these young minds and 
hearts deserve. 

$40  
per day allows  

one priest to 
shepherd t wo 

parishes  

$25  
subsidizes  
religious  

education for a 
family for  

one year  

$70  
funds a tr aining  

session for one 
deacon

$60  
per day helps a 

campus minister 
reach out to 

catholic students

$60  
per day helps a 

campus minister 
reach out to 

catholic students

$60  
per day helps a 

campus minister 
reach out to 

catholic students
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22.  Send a Kid to Summer Camp  
Springfield, Missouri: Diocese of Springfield-Cape Girardeau

Nestled in the “Buckle of the Bible Belt,” Camp Re-NEW-All, a Catholic 
summer camp, is a haven for young Catholics in grades 5-9 whose faith is 
often misunderstood by their non-Catholic peers. Camp Re-NEW-All, 
operated by the diocese, has a track record of success in strengthening the 
faith among the area’s young Catholics. With your gift, you can change a 
child’s life this coming summer. 

23.  Bring Communion to the Sick of Las Cruces  
Las Cruces, New Mexico: Diocese of Las Cruces

This diocese’s Hospital Ministry identifies Catholic patients in area hospitals 
and makes sure they not only receive Holy Communion, but also benefit from 
any other spiritual support and comfort they may need, including visits from 
priests. Your donation will subsidize the salaries of the ministry coordinators 
who ensure that Catholics in Las Cruces’ hospitals are not forgotten. 

24.  Print and Deliver a Catholic Newspaper 
Jackson, Mississippi: Diocese of Jackson

Mississippi Catholic, the newspaper of this diocese, 
helps keep the area’s Catholics, who are only 2 percent 
of the population, strong in their faith and informed 
about issues important to them. Its Spanish-language 
edition also reaches out to the area’s growing Hispanic 
population. Your donation allows the paper to continue 
producing copies regularly, despite rising costs in 
printing and postage.

25. Encourage Strong Families in Rapid City 
Rapid City, South Dakota: Diocese of Rapid City

Family Life Ministries, a diocesan program, enriches and nurtures spiritually 
healthy families. Your gift helps provide support groups for people who 
are married, separated, divorced or grieving. It also enables education and 
discussion forums on respecting the sanctity of life and protecting it, from 
conception to its natural end.

To make your gift online, please visit catholicextension.org.
If using the enclosed envelope to send a check,  

please indicate on the memo line the “wish” you are supporting.

$145  
subsidizes the  
weekly salary  
of a ministry  
coordinator   

$75  
supports a  

family seeking 
pastor al  
guidance

  

$35  
helps fund a  
camper’s one  

week stay 

$40  
prints and 

distributes a 
diocesan 

newspaper each 
week
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diocesan 
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