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They were very different people, the savage brothers.  
Ron was the thinker. He went to college on a full scholarship and spent his career 

as a teacher and educational administrator. John was the mover. Uncomfortable in 

classrooms, he was gifted with his hands and became an inventor with 30 patents on 

successful electronic products.
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Fueled by their shared belief in loving your neighbor as Christ commands, 
Ron Savage honors his brother by supporting seminarian education
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Ron Savage with his 
grandchildren, 2010
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“We didn’t have much in common and we didn’t 

always agree, but in one area of life we were completely 
in sync: our faith, our values,” says Ron, 76, who runs 
the Savage Charitable Foundation. The brothers were 
united in their belief that, as Ron emphasizes, “Loving 
your neighbor as Christ commands means helping 
those less fortunate.” Catholic Extension’s mission to 
strengthen poor and isolated Catholic communities 
across America is at the heart of their story of giving. 
Raised by devout Catholic parents, the brothers spent 
their adult lives on opposite ends of the country — 
Ron in Virginia, John in California. Ron married 
and had a family, John remained single. But they 

stayed in touch, and Ron 
reveled in John’s business 
triumphs as he parlayed 
his inventions into two 
profitable companies. 

Then in 2003, John was 
diagnosed with terminal 
cancer. He turned to Ron 
to help plan his estate and, 
upon his death, execute its 
terms through his newly 
formed foundation. 

“John wanted me to 
sell the companies once 
he died and give 50 
percent of their value  
to educate seminarians,” 
Ron says. “I knew 
Catholic Extension was 

the answer. It funds the education of good seminarians 
to become good priests, and those priests go out to 
serve in dioceses where the needs are great.” 

Ron had learned about Catholic Extension years 
before from his parish priest, an Irishman named 
Father O’Brian. “I found myself with a little disposable 
income to give back. I said, ‘Father, if there was one 
Catholic charity you would recommend I give to, what 
would it be?’ He said, ‘Catholic Extension. You can 
count on them to use your money well.’”   

Catholic Extension was a good fit for Ron. As 
a former seminarian himself for nearly five years, 
he had internalized the Gospel call to serve the 
poor. As a former veteran and proud American,  

“I really appreciated that Catholic Extension’s mission 
to help the poor was homegrown. People are hurting 
everywhere, but I believe charity begins at home.” 

Over the years, Ron gave more than $13,000 to 
support Catholic Extension’s mission to build faith, 
inspire hope and ignite change in communities 
throughout the country. He never imagined he 
would be in a position to give much more. But then 
his brother got sick. And together, the two of them 
carefully developed a plan to divest John’s assets and 
honor his charitable intentions. 

John died in 2005. Ron has been distributing funds 
from John’s foundation ever since, including $125,000 
to Catholic Extension to support the education of men 
in seminary training. More will come once Ron sells 
the second of John’s companies. 

“John and I were of one mind about the need for 
good priests, and I thank God every day for the 
privilege of being able to fulfill his wishes,” Ron says. 

“The important thing is to give what you can 
and plan when you’re able. And pray. Ask God 
for guidance when it comes to giving, and he will 
assist you. He will help you find an organization 
you can trust, one that will use your money  
the way you want it to be used. For me, that’s  
Catholic Extension.” ■
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To learn more about how you can donate 
to Catholic Extension, visit  
catholicextension.org.

“John and I were of one mind about the need for good priests, and I thank 
God every day for the privilege of being able to fulfill his wishes.” — RON SAVAGE”

“I said, ‘Father, 
if there was one 
Catholic charity 
you would 
recommend I 
give to, what 
would it be?’ He 
said, ‘Catholic 
Extension. You  
can count on  
them to use your 
money well.’”

 — RON SAVAGE
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