
12         Extension

At Catholic Extension’s 2009 Thanksgiving 

Reception, Father Jack Wall, the organization’s 

president, announced that business executive 

and philanthropist Richard H. Driehaus had 

generously issued a $500,000 challenge grant 

to Catholic Extension donors. The Driehaus 

Challenge Grant will match each $1,000 con-

tribution from the first 500 people who join the 

2010 Socius Circle, a giving society of donors who 

make an annual commitment to support the work  

of Catholic Extension with a gift of $1,000  

or more. 
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“I’m confident, because of its track record, that Catholic Extension  
 is using my contribution to attain the most beneficial results for        
 communities across America.”
      — RICHARD H. DRIEHAUS 
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Originator of $500,000 Challenge Grant discusses 
generosity, responsibility and Catholic Extension



Spring  2010         13

Q. What is important to you about Catholic 
Extension’s support for building faith, hope and 
self-sufficiency in American communities that are  
often overlooked?

A. I share Catholic Extension’s belief that 
providing services to communities that suffer 
from a lack of resources is not only fulfilling a 
responsibility to help, but also is in America’s  
self-interest. We’re only as strong as our weakest 
link, and a country is judged by how it cares 
for its most disadvantaged. In the long run, 
supporting the disadvantaged strengthens us all.

Q. In these times of great need in our own land 
and among our own people, what would you 
say to Catholic Extension donors and potential 
donors to encourage them to continue a legacy 
of generous support that originated with the 
organization’s founding in 1905?

A. The sisters at my grammar school taught 
me that, “For those to whom much is given, 
much is required.” (Luke 12:48) This is a time 
of need for so many Americans in the worst 
economy since the Great Depression. The 
work that Catholic Extension has done for 
over 100 years is essential to help remedy the 
problems in our families and communities, 
which are the foundation of our country. For 
the country to make a full recovery, we must 
have healthy communities. Catholic Extension 
knows where the need is and how to respond.

Q. To what extent does Catholic Extension’s 
commitment to transparency, accountability and 
results influence both your generous contribution 
and your challenge to others to give?

A. I rely on Catholic Extension’s professional 
expertise to support people with programs 
and projects who know what they’re doing and 
are accountable. I’m confident, because of its 
track record, that Catholic Extension is using 
my contribution to attain the most beneficial 
results for communities across America.

Q. Your extremely generous donation is going 
to further Catholic Extension’s mission to help 

communities across our country become more 
self-sufficient. What compels you to give and 
what would you say to encourage others to give  
at a level that is comfortable for them?

A. I’d encourage anyone who can to join me 
in supporting the compassionate and effective 
work of Catholic Extension. Winston Churchill 
said: “We make a living by what we get; we 
make a life by what we give.” My life is greatly 
enriched — and balanced — by seeing what 
wonderful work can be supported through 
philanthropy.

Q. What does it mean to you as a Catholic to 
support an organization dedicated to building the 
faith lives of fellow Catholics in order to inspire 
them to strengthen the American communities 
where they live?    

A. I remember as a child my mother 
subscribed to Extension magazine. I asked her 
what it was for. She explained it was for a good 
cause, but a hard one and that it is important 
for everyone to have a safe place to worship.

It is part of our Catholic education, faith and 
heritage to contribute to those most in need. 
St. Vincent de Paul, for whom my university 
was named, was the patron saint of charity — 
some say the founder of effective work for the 
poor. Way before I graduated from college, 
I learned from the nuns in elementary school 
that it is part of our creed to help others and as 
important as learning arithmetic and reading. 

I have the greatest respect for Fr. Wall, whom 
I have known since the early 1990s. He knew I 
wanted to help Catholic Extension and came up 
with the challenge grant idea. Now, in this great 
time of need and with the effective help of 
Catholic Extension, it is our time to give back. ■

To learn more about the Driehaus Challenge 
Grant or to make a contribution,  
please call our Development Office  
at 800-842-7804 or visit 
catholicextension.org.

Recently, Catholic Extension asked Richard Driehaus about the inspiration he 
draws from the organization’s mission and its storied relationship with its donors:


